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• CWRU studies underscore effects of lead 
exposure are long-term and cumulative

• Children with EBLLs are:
• 27% less likely to be on-track for 

kindergarten
• 25-30% more likely to enter the juvenile 

justice system 
• 34% more likely to be incarcerated as 

adults
• Up to 50% more likely to rely on public 

assistance programs by age 23

Cleveland’s Lead Crisis|



| Legacy of Historical Disinvestment



An inclusive, public-
private partnership 

committed to making 
Cleveland lead safe

–

Over 500 members 
believe that no child 

should ever be 
poisoned by lead



| Guiding Principles

• Policy and Systems Change
• Cleveland Approach
• Primary Prevention
• Safe, Affordable Housing
• Accountability
• Outcome-Oriented
• Public-Private Partnership
• Genuine Community Partnership
• Solidarity and Collaboration
• Integrity 





Public Health Crisis with a 
Housing Solution



If they can 
do it, so 
can we



| |Cleveland’s Lead Poisoning Prevention Law

• Proactive rental inspection
• Lead-Safe Certification with 2-year renewal

• Clearance examination or lead risk 
assessment

• Private, third-party inspections + home repair
• Evaluation and protection against 

unintended consequences
• Oversight

• Lead Safe Advisory Board
• Lead Safe Housing Action Board
• Lead Screening + Testing Commission
• Lead Safe Auditor



Pairing the Certification with 
Resources



| |Lead Safe Home Fund

• First-of-its-kind fund + replicable model to support property owners 
and families to achieve lead safety

• Original 5-year, $99.4 million target budget 
• Based on research, projected demand + experience

• The Fund encompasses two interrelated functions:
1) Lead Safe Resource Center
2) Lead Safe Home Loans + Grants

• National RFQ to select administrators



| |Lead Safe Resource Center

• One-stop-shop for lead poisoning 
prevention
• Lead Safe Certification navigation
• Community outreach 
• Resident + Landlord education
• Workforce + DIY landlord training
• Lead Safe Hotline
• Referrals to Financial Assistance



| 

Lead Safe Resource Center has been attending events and safely 
canvassing Cleveland neighborhoods with educational materials.

| Community Engagement + Activation





| |Lead Safe Home Loans + Grants

• Financial assistance for landlords 
• Loans
• Grants
• Incentives to achieve Lead 

Safe Certification
• Construction Management team 

managing all CHN-funded 
projects



| | Loans, Grants, Incentives

• Lead interim control improvements + repairs
• General Eligibility:

• City of Cleveland, good standing City of Cleveland’s rental registration
• Current on all taxes, fees + charges due to government entities, or 

enrolled in a payment plan
• Single family, townhome, duplex, triplex, fourplex + multifamily 

properties built before 1978
• Loans: $1,500 - $7,500
• Grants: up to $12,000 (max 12 per owner; income eligibility based on 120% AMI)

• Incentives: up to $1000 (12 per zip code/max 50 per owner)





Lead Safe Home Fund – Phase Two
|Lead Safe Home Fund 2.0



| |Public + Private Investments

• Public Sector: City of Cleveland (GRF and ARPA), Cuyahoga County (HHS Levy 
and Workforce Development), State of Ohio (GRF through ODH), Federal 
earmark

• Philanthropy: Grants and PRI
• Private Sector: Health systems, MCOs, banks, CDFIs, corporations
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| |Lead Safe Home Fund 2.0

• New 7 year, $111.3M budget
• Expanded Lead Safe Home Fund capacity + 

programming
• Increase capacity of existing administrators.
• Add capacity through new additional 

administrators
• Expand eligibility of existing programming of 

loans, grants, incentives
• New programming, lead safe childcare, 

relocation assistance and screening and 
testing 



| |Measuring Impact

• Lead Safe Auditor
• Lead Safe Advisory Board

• Monitoring impact of Lead Safe 
Certification

• Quarterly reports

• Research + Evaluation 
Committee

• Clearinghouse for relevant data 
on lead exposure

• Track LSC’s efforts + supports 
Committees

• Public dashboard



Learn More

Website: www.leadsafecle.org
Email: info@leadsafecle.org

Social media:
@LeadSafeCLE

http://www.leadsafecle.org/
mailto:info@leadsafecle.org
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