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2023 ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE  

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS AND LEARNING GOALS 
FRIDAY, MAY 12TH, 2023, 9:00 A.M. TO 3:30 P.M. 

THE FAWCETT CENTER AT THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
Breakout 2 and Breakout 4 will be held in the Franklin/Hamilton Room.  

All other scheduled sessions will be held in the Clinton Room. 
 

8:30 a.m. – Breakfast 
9:00 a.m. – Plenary – Opening Meeting Remarks 

Cari Stork 
OHHN Program Comm. Chair 

Recognition of Sponsors 

Fred Strahorn 
OHHN Executive Director 

Welcome and Announcements 

Phillip Bouton 
OHHN Board President 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker 
 

9:15 a.m. Keynote Speaker: Bruce T. Vanderhoff, M.D., M.B.A. 

 
 

The Director of the Ohio Department of Health, Dr. Bruce Vanderhoff, will offer his perspective on 
the future of lead poisoning prevention in Ohio. He will talk about the measures and methods the 
Department of Health utilizes to combat lead poisoning, how the work is progressing and 
important considerations on how the landscape can be improved. 
 
Learning goals: Participants should gain clear understanding of the scope of the lead poisoning 
problem in Ohio, the challenges in addressing the crisis, where Ohio stands regarding its response 
and the promising approaches that can be taken toward advancing the health of children 
regarding lead poisoning. 

10:15 A.M. BREAK 

10:20 a.m. Breakout 1: Government Policy - Ohio Department of Health’s Pam Blais, R.E.H.S., and the Ohio 
Department of Development’s Luke Stedke, M.P.A. 

Pam Blais 

Luke Stedke 

The departments will give an overview of the work they are conducting with regard to lead 
poisoning and the ways in which they collaborate on the issue. They will discuss the tools they 
provide to local communities and resources they provide to families to address the problem of 
lead poisoning. They will discuss issues such as blood testing for lead, lead hazard control orders, 
Lead Safe Home Fund grant opportunities, contracting certification and licensing, workforce 
development and more. 
 
Learning goals: Participants will acquire updated knowledge on where the departments stand on 
capturing testing data, enforcing lead hazard control orders and workforce development. They will 
also receive more guidance in identifying resources that the departments have available to assist 
communities and individuals in addressing lead poisoning issues. 
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10:20 a.m. Breakout 2 (Franklin/Hamilton Room):  Healthcare with Roopa Thakur, M.D., F.A.A.P.: Lead  

as a Social Determinant of Health and an Environmental Justice Issue 

 

Dr. Thakur will discuss her professional experiences in treating children suffering from lead 
poisoning and her perspectives on the healthcare response to the problem. She will discuss the 
challenges in the healthcare industry regarding its lead response and the health implications; 
share data to illustrate the scope, effects, and trends; and discuss ways of improving the 
healthcare response to both prevent elevated blood lead levels and to provide more clinical 
services to children suffering from lead poisoning. She will also offer perspectives about provider, 
health system and local community collaboration. 
 
Learning goals: Participants will develop an understanding of the importance of linking stronger 
quality control measures to the delivery of care to children suffering from or exposed to lead 
poisoning. They will learn the limitations of the current healthcare delivery system and ideas to 
improve it to drive a higher standard of care for patients poisoned by lead. They will develop an 
understanding of lead poisoning as a social determinant of health. 

11:20 A.M. BREAK 
11:30 A.M. LUNCH - AWARDS PRESENTATION 

 • Legislators of the Year - State Senator Matt Dolan (R., Cleveland), State Representative 
Dontavius Jarrells (D., Columbus) and State Representative Tom Patton (R., Cleveland) 

• Community Service Award - Historic South Initiative 
• Lifetime Achievement Award - Patricia Barnes 

11:45 a.m. Keynote Speaker: David E. Jacobs, Ph.D., C.I.H. 

 

David Jacobs will give a talk on the “Evolution of Lead Poisoning Prevention in America.” He will 
provide a timeline of the healthcare response to the lead poisoning crisis and insight into the 
decisions that have been made along the way. He will discuss how different approaches have been 
deployed, what has been learned from those decisions and how we have progressed to date. He 
will offer alternatives regarding how society responds to this crisis in the future. 
 
Learning goals: Participants will gain a historical perspective of the lead problem in America and 
an understanding of various decisions that have impacted both government policy, as well as, 
decisions and best practices that have shaped the lead poisoning prevention policies and practices 
used today. 

1:00 p.m. Connecting and Collaborating Network Event 
 This interactive collaborative learning session will provide participants with insight into current 

healthy homes practices and resources while increasing valuable connections through meeting 
new colleagues working in the healthy homes field. Participants will rotate through tables with set 
topics and time allotments. Participants will be asked to introduce themselves and provide a short 
introduction of their work and interests in the healthy homes field and any work that touches on 
the table topic. Each table topic will be facilitated, providing best practice information and 
resources and to fill in conversational gaps. 
 
Learning goals: Participants will learn current healthy homes practices, policies and resources 
while increasing their professional network of experts and practitioners. 
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1:45 P.M. BREAK 
1:50 p.m. Breakout 3:  Building Lead-Safe Collaboratives with Aaron Grant, M.A., of People Working 

Cooperatively, Stephanie Beebe of the City of Toledo, and Wyonette Cheairs, M.S.S.A., of 
Enterprise Community Partners 

Aaron Grant 

Stephanie Beebe 
 

 
Wyonette Cheairs 

This panel discussion will involve: 
• Aaron Grant of People Working Cooperatively 
• Stephanie Beebe of the City of Toledo 
• Wyonette Cheairs of Enterprise Community Partners. 

 
This panel will discuss various aspects of building lead-safe/healthy home collaboratives.  
 
Panel members will discuss collaboration at various stages of development and capacities. They 
will share the distinctions between how each version is structured and operates. They will analyze 
the benefits and weaknesses of certain collaborative structures. 
 
Learning goals: Participants will hear how several different collaboratives were formed, how they 
operate and how they vary based on their current missions.  
 
They will have an opportunity to evaluate different levels of collaboration. They will be able to 
engage in a discussion on the appropriateness of different types of collaboration relative to 
specific settings and goals. They will learn strategies for aligning an organization for success 
relative to its aspiration. 

1:50 p.m. Breakout 4 (Franklin/Hamilton Room):  Grant Writing with Adam Nation, M.P.H, M.P.P.,  
of the Mt. Sinai Foundation 

 

Adam Nation of the Mt. Sinai Foundation will explore the construction of good grant applications 
and dissect the decision-making process involved in accepting, evaluating and selecting a grant 
proposal. He will share the dynamics that foundations take into consideration when choosing 
causes or activities to fund. He will also expand upon concepts such as priorities, capacity and 
performance and the relationship between funders and grantees. 
 
Learning goals: Participants will gain insight into the perspective of funders and the things they 
most value when making decisions regarding their priorities. This dialogue will give important 
direction to organizations that need to align their funding requests with their vision, mission and 
capacity. 

2:50 P.M. BREAK 
2:55 p.m. Plenary – Wrap-up Session 

 Review of the day’s events, discussion of next steps and take-aways and recognition  
of event sponsors.  

3:30 P.M. ADJOURN 
 
 

 
 
 

Columbus Public Health is approved as a provider of nursing continuing professional development by 
the Colorado Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation. (OBN-001-91). Nursing Continuing Education contact hours in process. 
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